3S4                 SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

denote the quality of character or of conduct characterised
by such behaviour. Some authors assume that the
tendency to such behaviour is a component of the sex
instinct; but, since this quality is displayed in a variety
of situations that make no appeal to the sex instinct, that
way of accounting for it is hardly justifiable.

It seems clear that modesty is closely allied to bash-
fulness. We may confine our attention to the modesty
displayed in sex relations, and it is convenient to denote
this form of modesty by the special term " pudor." We
may, I think, regard pudor, together with all other forms
of modesty and of humility, and the element of shrinking
in bashfulness, as all alike expressions under different
circumstances and at different levels of intellectualisa-
tion, of one fundamental tendency, namely, the shrinking
impulse of the instinct of self-abasement.

The behaviour of the females of many animal species,
as well as the human, in the presence of the male is apt
to be coy ; this coyness of the female is essentially a
refusal and avoidance of the sexual approaches of the
male in spite of the excitement of her sex instinct. If,
as Darwin and Wallace and other biologists have main-
tained, sexual selection has been an important factor of
evolution, female coyness has had a great biological rfile
to play. For, by necessitating the active pursuit and the
courtship of the female by the male, female coyness gives
scope for the operation of sexual selection ; the male
better endowed with strength or skill to overcome his
rivals, or with beauty of voice or form or colour to excite
more strongly the attention of the female, is given scope
for the exercise or display of these advantages and oppor-
tunities to profit by them which he would hardly enjoy
to the same extent, if the females of his species yielded
at once to the advances of every male. The probability
that female coyness plays this important role in evolution
affords some ground for the view that it is the expression
of a special instinct whose function it is to give scope for
sexual selection. But the principle of economy of hypo-
thesis forbids us to make this assumption, if the facts can
be otherwise explained. And it is, 1 think, possible to